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Drowning In Data? 
 

Today database sizes are 
measured in double and 
triple-digit terabytes. 

A Sea of 0�s and 1�s 
Are you like many other organizations today, finding yourselves 
drowning in a sea of data? Is data retention and systematic data 
destruction a topic that always gets postponed until later? Are you 
[mistakenly] comforted with the notion that more is always better? 
 
If you are like most organizations your IT division spent much of the 
90�s avoiding a Y2K meltdown. The Enterprise Resource Planning 
(ERP) boom provided solutions that did a masterful job of avoiding 
that potential crisis. Those same ERP solutions have done another 
masterful, less desirous job: they have accumulated mass quantities 
of data for your next-generation IT division to manhandle. 
 
Double and triple-digit terabyte databases are no longer uncommon. 
One medical facility reports their data has grown from 1.5 terabytes 
in 2001 to 138 terabytes today1. Backups and restores in situations 
such as this are measured in days or weeks, not hours. Performing 
timely buy/no buy decision-making analysis on such data quantities 
is unrealistic. 

Going Down for the Last Time 
On-line transaction processing volumes, increased user quantities due 
to web-enabled applications, document imaging solutions, inadequate 
built-in ERP archive and purge solutions: these are a few of the 
ingredients feeding your out-of-shape systems. 
 
Do you really know: 

• the rate at which your data quantities are growing? 
• if the data used for today�s decision making is clouded with 

outdated, irrelevant data? 
• how much of your data is dormant: seldom or never touched? 
• the impact dormant data has on your backup and restore 

times? 
• that you are spawning development and test environments 

that are full of impertinent, dormant data? 
• how much longer your next application upgrade will take in 

order to convert years of dormant data? 
• the impact your data quantities will have on potential mergers 

or acquisitions? 
• your legal liability from keeping too much information? 
• your security liability from keeping too much information? 
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Drowning In Data? 

 

Just because you can 
buy bigger, faster file 
cabinets does not mean 
you should. 

 
Resolving performance and availability issues with tuning and 
capacity solutions does nothing to limit the risk inherent in keeping 
too much data. Just because you can buy bigger and faster file 
cabinets (a.k.a. file servers) does not mean you should. A Princeton 
Softech survey reveals that as much as thirty-percent of IT capital 
expenditures go toward purchasing additional storage devices2. 
 
As important, or even more important, than the data storage costs are 
the risks in keeping the right data in the right format for the right 
amount of time. According to a recent CFO Magazine article, “ the 
average U.S. corporation is currently contending with 37 law- 
suits . . .”3. Demand for data during litigations is spiraling upward. 
So, too, are fines and penalties for insufficiently handled data. Fines 
in the tens of millions of dollars have been recorded. 

A Ship on the Horizon 
All is not lost. You now have the opportunity, before that next 
application upgrade or pending disaster strikes, to calm the brewing 
storm. 
 
Gartner research has predicted a sixty-four percent growth rate 
through this year [2006] in the sale of software designed to enforce 
data growth and data retention policies while maintaining access to 
the data4. 
 
While it is true that each organization has unique data needs, you are 
not alone in your plight. Some of this challenge exists in all 
organizations. A serious solution must adequately address the 
following: 

·  Identify dormant data; 
·  Offload dormant data onto more economical storage devices; 
·  Access this off-loaded data in near-real-time fashion without 

interfering with production OLTP; 
·  Develop retention profiles for the dormant data; 
·  Systematically purge obsolete data; 
·  Identify and retain dormant data that may be involved in 

existing or pending litigation; 
·  Retain complex data relationships through the entire data life 

cycle, leaving no orphaned data behind; 
·  Systematically eliminate dormant electronic data using 

diligent retention policies much like those applied to paper 
versions of the same data. 


